COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

FEarthquake Preparedness
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Chimneys inadequatety tred to *

| OFF

ON tne nouse

Family members should knaw
Now 1o shut off water if a quake
causes a teak in the house The
waler shut off vaive rs the hirst
wvatve in the line after it enters

the structure can crumbie or
fall. Consult an engineer 1o
inspect the chumney & devise
a proper bracing system.

Make sure all family mempers
xnow how and when 1o turn off
the gas It you smeil gas arter an
earthquake. shyt off the main
gas valve. Use a wrench fo turn
the vaive either way until it is
perpend:cular 1o ne pipe Afiach
the wrench 1o the gas meter wiin
awire

obtan arnking
water from your water
heater's drain vaive

In an emergency.

BEFORE THE NEXT ONE

Use this guide to protect your home and family in case another major earthquake hits the Area
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Glue a restraining lip
around desk tops & aleng
the tront of snemves (o

274 prevent falling obrects. Use
plastic, nol parcelain,
nanging planters

Use metal plumbers
1ape 10 strap water

heater 10 studs in
wall.

Use a hose to

Place emergency power
failure ights (constantly
charging fashlignts) in

nallways. bathrooms and
bedrooms. Remove from
sockets for portability.

A major causa o quake-retated
injunes ts talling debns. Sy
mside until your pathway s safe
trom falling objects.
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To shut off electneity, turn off single
breakers {irst, then swiich
off main breaker

Pull the
main fuse
blocks out on

older panels.

Purchase a portable, gas-powered generator for
emergency electncrty, Only applances thal Qn
use extansion cords should be attached 10 3
generator. A Z200-watt unit can power 3
retrigerator and several lamps. Keep fuefina
safe, protected container. Addrtional fuel can be
siphoned from cars.

Keep a large mult-purpose dry chemicl
fire extnguisher (ABC rating) near

kitchen and garage apphances. All famity
members should be instructed how [0 use
1t. Keep instruchons on the canister
e

Protect
nstalling chiid-proof Laches
cabinet doors.

After an earthquaks, sat
retngerated food hrst. frozen
100d next and aned or canned
food last. Remember 10 keep
spare tood on hand for pets.

The close, sturdy structure of a
closet makes ¢t an ideal place for
emergency supphes such as:

® Extra sleeping bags

® Portable toiet

@ Plastic bags for human waste
® Rope, plastic sheeung and
duct tape for broken windows
and other temporary repairs

® Goggles and dust mask for
working around glass, dust and
bactena.

@ Crowbar 1o open j@mmed
doors

@ One-gallon containers of
water that can be easily camed
1 you must evacuate

@ Fire-resistant strong box for
sStanng valuabie papers.

broken

I

porcelain dinnerware by

Secure applances and tall
furmnure 10 walls. Appliances
could move and rupture gas or
electnc hnes. Furniture could
lopple, causing camage and
npunes.

Source: American Red Cross, Bay Area Regional Eartnquake Preparedness Project. PG & E. KPLX TV's * How to Survive the Big One’.

Place bed away from windows
and threat of broken glass.,

Close blinds at night to prevent possible

" Pace heavy objects and

You SNoula 3Iso pack a pag mat
YOou can take wrth you il you

musl! evacuate. It should contain:
@ Cooking utensils

@ Food for each family member
tor 3-5 days (denydrated camp
fo0d 1$ ight ana stays tresh for
many months).

@ Sannary wipes

® Medical supphes

@ Field handbook, (for setting up
shefters, efc.)

@ Spare cash (telier machines
and banks may be shut down)

@ Family pictures to help
autnorties find lost family members
® Exira ttashlights and baftenes
Take this bag with you on ar trips
An earthquake may disable your
car or the roads many mikes trom
nome

glass from flying into the room

Securely tasten mirrors onto
dressers. Do not lean them
against the wall. Wall mirmors
snould be hung on double Nooks,
Use neavy double-sided @pe on
the back 1o help keep them on
the wall,
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Keep a flashlight, spare battenes
and sturdy shoes under the bed.
Shoes will protect you trom
broken glass on the tioor.

Store large drums of water
outside. You will need two
gallons per person for one week.
Replace water every six months.
In an emergency, use purficabon
tablets such as Halazone
and Globatine 10
make water fit for
dnniong. Read the
Labe! on te poftle
before using fablets.

electronic equIDMEnt on lower
shetves 10 MINIMZE damage.
Place a beanbag of sand or shot
in the bottom of vases and other
porceiain contamers Lo heip hold
them down. Veicro patches cn
be used 10 anchor obpects 10
shetves,

If water supply & cut off by an
earthouake, dnniang water s
still avastable m your home in
water heaters, toilet @nks,
in-housa plumbmg and meited

Consutt 2 structural engmeer to
make sure your home i bofted to
the foundation and that ihe
Structure 1S property iewio e,
Chack roof, foundation and wails
1or cracks and overall condition,
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